Apparent digestibility coefficients of five leguminous grains ( 84, 79, 79, 15.0 ; 88, 83, 82, 15.0 ; 91, 84, 86, 14.6 and 53, 53, 55, 9.1 ; 60, 57, 44, 9.3 ; 51, 49, 20, 8.3 ; 60, 50, 43, 8.9 ; 57, 56, 35, 9.4 for straws, respectively.
I. Introduction
In Mediterranean countries, especially those with intensive livestock production systems there is a wide gap between demand and production of feedstuffs rich in protein (FAO, 1981) . Soyabean meal is the most extensively used protein supplement ; however, under the low rainfall conditions prevailing in the region and high requirements for water, soyabean cannot compete with cash crops and/or other crops with lower water demands. On the other hand, there are many species of legumes which are potentially adapted to the dryland agricultural regions of Mediterranean countries. In addition to their value as a feedstuff, legumes are also important in rotation systems because of their ability to fix atmospheric nitrogen and so increasing the overall fertility of the soil.
The agronomic aspects of some rainfed leguminous crops for forage production have been studied by HA DJICHRISI' 01) OULOU (1976 (1979) give CP, CFi (%) and DE (MJ/kg DM) contents of 28.6, 11.0, 14.9; 28, 6.8, 15 Although leguminous grains are good sources of digestible CP, and ruminants might be less sensitive than monogastric to anti-nutritional factors which are present in leguminous grains, further research is required before recommending inclusion of large quantities of these feedstuffs in ruminant diets. Finally, these studies showed that with the exception of chickpeas the other leguminous straws were of higher nutritive value than cereal straws.
